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To be sure, in one respect, the eye-level approach is to be
welcomed, insofar as it serves as a healthy antidote to the
radical and sweeping idealization and etherealization -
and, hence, dehumanization — which characterized some
latter-day parshanut. Surely, recognition of the human
and emotional dimension of even our greatest — so amply,
vigorously, and imaginatively portrayed by midrashim -
is critical for a proper understanding of their lives and
their meaning. But when this reactive response to
previous excesses goes overboard; when eye-level
confrontation is taken to entail not only acknowledgment
of overarching humanity but envisions the meeting, shorn
of majesty, grandeur, and élan, at the plane of my own
very mundane existence; and when, as sometimes occurs,
this approach is accompanied by the benign neglect of
much of the treasures of traditional parshanut and the
midrashim, to boot - the spiritual loss can be enormous.
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21073 AR°2ANT NIYT NPPIIN PRTORTRT 1P X2 IO

Rabbi Francis Nataf, Redeeming Relevance in the Book of Genesis, .4
Jerusalem 2006, pp. 11-12
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