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Competing and Completing Biblical Perspectives:

Yehoshua, Yechezkel and our Idolatrous Forefathers
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Jetemiah 7:9
Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear
falsely, make offerings to Baal, and go after other

gods that you have not known?

Jeremiah 1:18-19

Behold I have made you today a fortified city, an
iron pillar, and a bronze wall, against the whole
land—against the kings of Judabh, its princes, its
priests, and the people of the land:

They will fight against you, but they shall not
prevail against you, for I am with you, says the

Lord, to deliver you.

Jeremiah 2:26
As a thief is shamed when caught, so the house of
Israel shall be shamed — them, their kings, their

officials, their priests, and their prophets.

Lamentations 2
?[...] he has defiled the kingdom and its rulers

?[...] her king and princes are among the nations,
the law is no more, and her prophets obtain no
vision from the Lord.

* Should priest and prophet be killed in the

sanctuary of the Lord?
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Bnei Yisrael in Egypt: The Shmot Perspective
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1,10 1,0 MmnY | Exodus 3: 7, 16, 17
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2,2’ MNY | Exodus 12:28
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T,00MY | Amos 9:7

» ORI HRIY? 21299 DR DPYI N1 RV | Are you not like the Kushites to me, Bnei
DYIRR PR IO2YD IRIY? N8 RIDD | Yisrael? says the Lord.

- TP T NN D".’Tz‘lfj‘?m Did I not bring Israel up from the land of
Egypt, and the Philistines from Caphtor and

the Arameans from Kir?
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Bnei Yisrael in Egypt: The Ezekiel Perspective
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Ezekiel 20

4 ... Will you judge them? Then let them know the
abominations of their ancestors [...]

® On that day I swore to them that I would bring
them out of the land of Egypt into a land that I had
searched out for them, a land flowing with milk and
honey, the most glorious of all lands.

7 And T said to them, Cast away the detestable
things your eyes feast on, every one of you, and do
not defile yourselves with the idols of Egypt [...]
*But they rebelled against me and would not listen
to me; not one of them cast away the detestable
things their eyes feasted on, nor did they forsake
the idols of Egypt.

Then I thought I would pour out my wrath
upon them and spend my anger against them
in the midst of the land of Egypt.
But I acted for the sake of my name... So I led
them out of the land of Egypt and brought them

into the wilderness.

Ezekiel 20:18
I said to their children in the wilderness, Do not
follow the statutes of your parents, nor observe

their ordinances, nor defile yourselves with their

idols.

Ezekiel 23:19

Yet she increased her whorings, remembering the
days of her youth, when she played the whore in
the land of Egypt.
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Bnei Yisrael in Egypt: The Joshua Perspective
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Mekhilta De-Rabbi Yishmael Parashat Bo
Masekhta De-Pisha, 5

"And it shall be under your care" —

Why did He order that the Pascal lamb should be
taken four days before its slaughter?

Rabbi Matia ben Harash would say: Behold it says: "I
passed by you, and looked upon you, and saw you,
and behold, your time was the time of love" (Eze. 16:8).
The time had arrived for the fulfillment of the oath
which the Holy One, blessed be He, had sworn to
Abraham, to deliver his children, but they did not
have mitzvot to preform by which to merit redemption
The Holy One, blessed be He, assigned them two
commandments, the commandment of the paschal
sacrifice, and the commandment of circumcision,
which they should perform so they can be worthy of
redemption [...]

Rabbi Eliezer Ha-kappar b-Rabbi says: Did Israel not
have four mitzvot that the whole world is not worthy
of? That they were not suspect of illicit sexual
relations, nor of slander, nor did they change their
names, nor did they change their language [...]

So why did He order that the Pascal lamb should be
taken four days before its slaughter?

Because Israel were immersed in idolatry in Egypt,

and idolatry is weighted against all other mztzvot.
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