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1) Jean Jacques Rousseau (Private Writings):

The Jews present us with an outstanding spectacle: the laws of Numa, Lycurgus and
Solon are dead; the far more ancient ones of Moses are still alive. Athens, Sparta, and
Rome have perished and all their people have vanished from the earth; though
destroyed, Zion has not lost her children. They mingle with all nations but are never lost
among them; they no longer have leaders, yet they are still a nation; they no longer
have a country and yet they are still citizens.

2) ANET: Lamentation Over the Destruction of Ur:

“The verdict of the assembly [of gods] cannot be turned back.. Ur was granted
kingship, it was not granted eternal reign... Who has ever seen a reign of kingship that is
everlasting? ... Be not aggrieved, depart from your city!”
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