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Fallingwater: Moshe's Transgression and Akiva's
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Avot deRabbi Natan — Chapter 6

What were the beginnings of Rabbi Akiva? They used to say that he was already
forty years old and had not learned anything. He was once standing next to the well
and he exclaimed: who dug out this stone? They responded: the waters that fall
upon it every day. They said to him: Akiva, have you not learned the verse "stones
are worn down by water" (Iyov 15)? Immediately, Akiva reasoned: if the soft
shaped the hard, then certainly the words of Torah that are as adamant as iron
can shape my heart of flesh and blood!

He immediately went to learn Torah. He and his son went to study with the
school teacher, and he said: my master, teach me Torah! He grasped one end of the
tablet and his son grasped the other. He wrote alef-bet and learned it, alef-tav and
learned it, Torah Kohanim and learned it! He continued to learn until he had studied
the entire Torah.

He then went and sat before R. Eliezer and R. Yehoshua and he said to
them: my masters, introduce me to the reasoning of the Mishna! When he had told
him one Halakha, he would go to study it in solitude. He would ask: why is this alef
written, why is this bet written, why was this matter stated so? He would go back and
question them and engage them in discussion.

R. Shimon b. Elazar said: I will offer a parable — it is like a quarrier who
quarried in the hills. Once, he took his pickaxe in his hand, sat upon the mountain and
began to chip off small stones. Passersby asked him: what are you doing? He
responded: I intend to uproot this mountain and cast it into the Yarden! But they
said to him: You cannot uproot the entire mountain! He continued to quarry until he
reached a large boulder. He quarried beneath it, loosened it and cast it into the
Yarden, saying: your place is not here but rather there! That is what R. Akiva did to
R. Eliezer and to R. Yehoshua! R. Tarfon said to him: Akiva, concerning you the text
says: "The river's sources he bound up and the unfathomable brought to light"
(Iyov 28). Things that had been concealed from sight, Rabbi Akiva has illuminated!...
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