Read the text of the Ten Commandments in Sefer Shmot - 20: 1-14.

e Ignoring the fact that these are called the TEN commandments', how many can you count? (how many
positive commandments? How many negative commandments?)

e s verse 2 an actual commandment? If so, how does one observe it? See Ramban on Shmot 20:2 and
the X ,a"no.

e Could the verse be serving a different purpose? Ramban quotes the Mechilta. What could be a different
way of understanding this verse?

e Verses 4-5 are traditionally viewed as one commandment. How many different commandments can you
count within it?

e Pay attention to the paragraph breaks. Where do they appear? How many are there? What can they
teach us about the divisions of the commandments?

e What is the reason written for observing Shabbat in Shmot vs. in the Ten Commandments listed in
Dvarim 5:11? Why does this discrepancy exist? See Rambam's Moreh Nevuchim 11:31

e One of the traditionally accepted divisions of the Ten Commandments is five on one side dealing with
commandments between man and God, and the other between man and fellow man. Why is the
commandment of honoring parents listed on the "between man and God" side? See Ramban on verse
11 and Sefer Hachinuch Mitzva 33.

e "Lotachmod" appears twice in verse 14. Are these two separate commandments? What is the nature of
the coveting that one is forbidden to do? See Ibn Ezra on verse 13.

e  Compare this commandment to its parallel in Sefer Dvarim 5:18. How does "lo tachmod" appear there?
What is the difference between the two words? See Chizkuni on Dvarim 5:17.



