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The Second Luchot and the Thirteen Midot, 194
Rav Yair Kahn, yairkn@gmail.com
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»And Hashem Passed over him and called” — Rabbi Yochanan said: had it not been explicit in scripture it would be impossible to say, it teaches
us that Hashem wrapped Himself in a tallit like a shaliach tzibbur, and showed Moshe the order of prayer. He said to Moshe: »whenever Israel
sins let them do this order before me and I will forgive them”. "Hashem Hashem” — I am Him before man sins and I am Him after man sins and
repents ... Rav Yehuda said, a covenant was made with the 13 attributes that they don’t return empty, as it says: ”Behold I am making a
covenant”.
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When they sinned with the calf and the tablets were broken, it is as if that covenant was annulled with respect to Hashem. And when Hashem
agreed to Moshe at the second tablets he commanded it with a new covenant as it says ”Behold I am making a covenant” ... And Hashem willed
to be strict with them regarding this second covenant, that it should be with oaths and curses ...
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Since Yisrael sinned and transgressed the covenant, Hashem had to establish a new covenant, that He wouldn’t annul, and He told Moshe to
write the conditions ...
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There is a positive Torah commandment to cry out and blow the trumpets in response to every calamity that befalls the community ... and this
is part of repentance, that when calamity strikes and you cry out and blow the trumpets it becomes known that their evil deeds were the cause
... and this will cause the calamity to pass. However, if they don’t cry out and don’'t sound the trumpets and instead claim that the ways of the
world caused this and this calamity is a chance occurrence, this is the path of gross insensitivity and it will cause them to adhere to their evil
doings, and other calamities will follow, This is what it says in the Torah: »If you treat me by claiming it is merely chance, I will treat you with
anger of chance”. In other words, when I bring trouble upon you in order that you repent, if you claim that it is chance, I will add anger as a
response to that claim of chance.
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